We evaluated the reliability of Staphaurex (Wellcome Diagnostics, Dartford, England) (2-4, 6, 7). Others suggested that this lack of sensitivity may be due to lack of protein A on the cell surfaces of these resistant strains (1).
Recently introduced commercial latex agglutination and hemagglutination assays for the rapid detection of Staphylococcus aureus have been reported to be as sensitive and specific as the tube coagulase test (1) (2) (3) and more accurate than the slide coagulase test (1, 2) . The (2-4, 6, 7) . Others suggested that this lack of sensitivity may be due to lack of protein A on the cell surfaces of these resistant strains (1) .
Because of the clinical importance of isolating S. aureus from blood cultures and the necessity for prompt initiation of vigorous antimicrobial therapy, the rapid identification of S. aureus may be of value in determining the significance of isolates from blood cultures, since coagulase-negative staphylococci are frequently, albeit not invariably, skin contaminants. Rigby investigated the reliability of the thermonuclease test for the direct identification of staphylococci from blood cultures and concluded that it was a rapid and reliable method for the direct identification of staphylococci (5) .
In light of the ease of performance of Staphaurex and the almost instantaneous results, we conducted this study to evaluate its reliability for the direct identification of staphylococci from blood culture broth of BACTEC bottles (Johnston Laboratories, Towson, Md.).
Blood samples were drawn at the bedside and inoculated immediately into BACTEC 6B and 7D bottles. Upon arrival in the laboratory, the bottles were incubated and read on the BACTEC 460 improve the intensity of the reaction or the sensitivity and specificity of the test.
In conclusion, performing the Staphaurex directly on the pelleted sediment of blood culture broth positive for grampositive cocci in clumps lacks sensitivity, but its high specificity makes it of some value for the early detection of S. aureus bacteremia. This application of Staphaurex lacked the sensitivity of the thermonuclease test as reported by Rigby (5) . If Staphaurex is to be used, new procedures need to be investigated to improve the sensitivity of the test for this particular application.
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